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The pros and cons of
changing your major
BY VANESSA COUNTRYMAN
The George-Anne staff

The ultimate benefit of changing your major is that you
would be able to study what you love, but your timing
could affect your graduation.
Ultimately, changing your major will change what
your pathway to graduation looks like as it will change
what classes you have to take and when you take them,
but this can be absolutely worth it if you love what you
are studying and are able to reach those goals you set for
yourself,” said Jennifer Syno, director of advising.
Syno did include that changing your major earlier
in your academic career is less likely to change your
progression toward graduation.
“That being said, it is common for students to change
their major and we encourage students to explore their
options and find what is best for them,” Syno said.
The Major and Career Exploration Center (MACE),
located on the first floor of the Williams Center, is a way
to explore and learn more about career options.
Students attending Georgia Southern can change their
major by submitting a request in the MyGeorgiaSouthern
Portal. It can take 7-10 business days for that change to
be processed.

Chipper loves tailgating for football games at Paulson
Stadium and sitting on the porch at Gnats Landing. Teddy
loves chasing tennis balls and visiting the Statesboro dog
park.

EVELYN SPEAR/staff

Ryan walker catches
some rays laying out on
the lawn of Sweetheart
circle just “vibing with
nature,” on Oct. 11.

EVELYN SPEAR/staff

Lex Able is studies for her microeconomics class in Russell
Union on October 15, 2021.
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Liquor sales in town,
Early voting opens

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION
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How can students get an emotional
support animal?

BY EDEN HODGES

George-Anne Editor-in-Chief

This season’s municipal elections added a
possible change to liquor laws to the referendum,
giving Statesboro residents the choice of having
liquor stores within city limits, as early voting
started Tuesday.
Bulloch County is a ‘dry county’ meaning
package shops within the 689 square miles
cannot sell distilled spirits or hard liquor in
their stores, but all of that could change this fall.
Early voting can be done through absentee
ballots that must be mailed in before October 22
or hand-delivered by November 2. Additionally
Statesboro residents can cast their votes early by
showing up to the Elections and Registrations
Office behind the Bulloch County Annex on 113
N. Main St.
Early voting runs Monday through Friday for
the rest of the month from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
year’s early voting also includes two Saturdays
on October 16 and 23 which will run from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
Anyone with a Statesboro address can
cast their vote to bring or not to bring liquor
within the city limits, including the 20,000+
Georgia Southern students living in Statesboro.
November 2 is the last day to vote in these
elections, and if that vote finds that liquor is unwanted in town, there will be no vote again for
two years.
To register to vote in Statesboro, all you need
is a Statesboro address. You can check if you’re
registered in Statesboro or change where you’re
registered at online.
Page designed by Kayla Hill

Payton Lanahan and her cat, “Gata”
BY BRIYANNA THOMPSON
The George-Anne staff

With all the pressure and stress
of being a college student, some
students relieve their stress with
many different methods such as
listening to music or going to the
gym, but for some students having a
furry friend in their life, also known
as an emotional support animal
(ESA) might be the way to go for
them.
An ESA can help students fight
anxiety and feelings of loneliness
and can be a dog, cat, rabbit and
even a ferret along with many other
animals. The only animals that are
not allowed to be in housing are
animals classified as exotic by the
Georgia Department of Natural
Resources.
“ I missed my family and pets
at home,” said Payton Lanahan a
pet-lover who had a difficult time
after moving from Pennsylvania
to Statesboro. “My doctor actually
recommended getting a pet to me
when I told him about some of the
depression and anxiety I was having
since moving to school. I ended up
getting a kitten and raising him in

Centennial. Now I have three cats
and a dog, too.”
Students on campus can go
through the Student Accessibility
Resource Center (SARC), to inquire
about getting approved for an
emotional support animal.
Students must have a valid
note from a doctor or therapist
informing SARC about what issue
a student’s potential ESA would be
accommodating while the student is
at school and are also discouraged
from registering their pets from back
home as an ESA just to have them on
campus with them.
“The process was extremely easy,”
said Lanahan. “I went to the SARC,
filled out a simple form and made
an appointment for the next day.”
said Lanahan. “At my appointment
I talked about why I wanted an ESA
and presented my doctor’s note.
After that I was approved to have an
ESA in the dorms that same day.”
ESA’s, once approved, are allowed
in all campus housing and are
not confined to just one housing
residency. Applications for ESA’s
can be approved in 1-2 days and
will only be denied if the doctor or
therapist note is too vague and does

not present a valid problem that can
be supported by an ESA.
ESA’s can be extremely helpful
for students or anyone who suffers
from anxiety or those who just need
a furry companion around to keep
them at bay.
“ I have reaped so many benefits
since adopting my ESA, Gata,”
said Lanahan. “ I feel like this extra
responsibility kind of pulled me
out of the emotional issues I was
having.”
Some students who suffer from
depressive episodes and other
mental health issues often have
a difficult time getting out of bed
or taking care of responsibility.
Lanahan said that having an ESA
helped her to overcome that.
“I think that having something
that relies on you is really comforting
to someone going through emotional
issues,” said Lanahan. “Just feeling
important and needed by something
was really reassuring for me.”
”Students can receive more
details and information regarding
requesting an emotional support
animal by contacting SARC or
visiting their office on the second
floor of the Cone building.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

10-21-21

5

SEND SILENCE PACKING
Backpacks fill Sweetheart Circle, encouraging
students to speak up and ‘Send Silence Packing’
BY SHAY PARKER

The George-Anne staff

Backpacks with stories of students lost to
suicide filled the lawn of Sweetheart Circle
Tuesday, equipping visitors with mental health
resources and encouraging them to speak up
about their mental health.
The Counseling center partnered with Active
Minds to host a Send Silence Packing event on
October 12, spreading awareness on mental
health silence.
The backpacks featured stories from people

who have lost a loved one to suicide, and share
the impact it has on them and others close to
them.
“Suicide is a very serious thing, and people
don’t know when people are suicidal a lot of time,
so you have to raise awareness and make people
aware of it,” said student Austin Henderson.
“Like it happens, people hearing about it.”
Staff from the counseling center were there to
provide information and resources to anyone
who was interested in learning more about
mental health and how to help themselves and
others.
SHAY PARKER/staff

“I witnessed two classmates die by suicide in our sophomore year of high school: Josh and Sarah. It goes
to show that no matter what, there are things unseen that may be upsetting your friends, classmates or
family. What we need to do – what I am going to do – for them and all others we’ve lost and still have
with us today is listen.”

MARRERO ON ADJUSTING TO NEW NORMAL:
‘Let’s be solution makers’
BY EDEN HODGES

The George-Anne Editor-in-Chief

Instability plagues the Georgia Southern
community adjusting to a ‘new normal’,
but Georgia Southern President Kyle
Marrero encouraged faculty, staff and
students to be “solution makers”.
“I think it’s important that we always
listen, even to those [whose] morale may
be low at this point, to understand how we
can improve, but what it can’t do is slow
us down in the progress of our mission,
our goals of what we’re trying to achieve,”
said Marrero. “Because if we let that halt
us or stop us or lock us down in our
tracks, we’re never going to accomplish
anything.”
While mask mandates and other
COVID-19 protocols asked for in last
month’s faculty protests are decisions
solely made by the University System,
Marrero assured he was in continuous
Page designed by Kayla Hill

communication with the BOR, having
open dialogue each month of any struggles
our university is facing.
“I wish I could make everyone happy,
but I can’t,” said Marrero. When asked,
he wouldn’t rate faculty morale but said,
“Who do you hear from more, the people
that are happy, satisfied or the people that
are not? But that doesn’t lessen that we
should listen and try to improve… Let’s
be solution makers. Let’s figure out how
to move forward.”
The length of the pandemic and its
uncertainty has been taxing on everyone,
he said.
“In July we all thought we were already
through it.”
Every day brings a new challenge, but
Marrero wanted everyone to remember
why we’re here: “We get to be part of
transferring knowledge, of literally
transforming lives through education.”

“It’s challenging for everybody, so I’m
incredibly empathetic and sympathetic
for that and how hard it is,” said Marrero.
“Particularly our faculty and our staff and
our students have all had to adapt and
adjust and be part of a new normal, of
which nothing’s assured now.”
The uncertainty and isolation through
the pandemic saw a 300% increase in crisis
hotline calls to GS’ counseling center,
making mental health a priority.
“Mental health has been really one
of our biggest issues,” said Marrero.
“Particularly the uptick in counseling
needs etc., suicide ideation that we’re
seeing at record levels and issues that we
saw last fall, even into this fall and I’m
really proud of how we tackled that.”
“If we can step back and go, ‘Wow, in
spite of it all we were able to get through
this time, continue delivering education,
continue to move forward’… I’m so proud
of where we’ve been.”
To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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GS museum reopens after 3 years of renovations

BY JUSTIN HALL

The George-Anne staff

After closing down for three years of
extensive renovations, the Georgia Southern
Museum reopened last Sunday, kicking off
a week of learning festivities.
“It has been a long project, but well
worth the journey,” said GS Museum
Director Brent Tharp in a press release.
“The upgraded facility and newly designed
galleries represent a new era for the
museum. Visitors will still find old friends,
like the mosasaur, but exhibited in new
more exciting ways, and will make new
discoveries with never before exhibited
artifacts in expanded permanent exhibits
preserving the area’s culture. We are really
excited to be back open to the public.”
Celebrating the reopening, there was a
week of festivities planned starting with
a geocache scavenger hunt Sunday, Earth
Observation Day Tuesday and National
Fossil Day on Wednesday with a pop-up
museum at the Rotunda.
Thursday was dedicated to geoscientists
with a rock and mineral identification table
hosted by student Autumn Arnold.
Friday featured Nick Radko, a senior
lecturer in the Geology and Geography
Department, detailing how geologic maps
work and highlighting the geographic map
of Georgia.
Festivities concluded Saturday with

Page designed by Kayla Hill

PHOTOS Briana Corlee

International Archeology Day.
In addition to the Earth Sciences
exhibitions, the museum hosts two new
exhibits such as the Delma and Beverly
Presley Gallery and the Jack and Addie D.
Averitt Gallery. These galleries showcase a
mosasaur fossil skeleton display as well as
a pre Civil War era cotton gin, artifacts of
the Gullah Geechee and other historically
significant findings.
Uncharted Worlds: The Natural History
of Georgia’s Coastal Plain will be another
exhibit that will show changes to Georgia’s
landscapes over the years and Charted
Worlds: The Cultural History of Georgia’s
Coastal Plain will detail stories on cultural
interactions that created the traditions and
heritage of Georgia’s coastal plains.
Saints and Sinners: Salvation and
Damnation in Latin American Folk Art, the
museum’s first bilingual exhibit, will remain
on display until the beginning of 2022. This
exhibit shows 100 pieces of art covering
1000 years of history, curated by Michael
Van Wagenen and will further explore how
different races and their descendants asked
the fundamental questions of life.
The GS Museum is located in Statesboro
on Sweetheart Circle in the Rosenwald
Building. It will be open from Tuesday
through Friday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday from 2 p.m.-5 p.m. It is closed
on Mondays, Saturdays and holidays.
Admission is $4 for tickets.
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Missing former
GS football star
found safe

Since being reported missing
Sunday, Police found Kennedy
safe and returned him to family
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What’s next for last month’s protesting professors?
BY VANESSA COUNTRYMAN
The George-Anne staff

In mid-September, faculty and staff
protested for a mask mandate back
in classrooms, but now that these
protests are over with no change to
COVID-19 precautions on campus,
what will they do next?
“I remain hopeful that the Board
of Regents will implement a mask
mandate for the University System of

Georgia,” said Michelle Haberland,
president of Georgia Southern’s
American Association of University
Professors. “In the end, science
really must prevail, particularly at
universities.”
Haberland didn’t state whether
there will be any further action taken
following the protests and has not
responded to further emails from the
George-Anne.
“We cannot hope for help from the

governor or Board of Regents,” said
Greg Brock, a GS professor among
last month’s protesters. “We can also
call out and hopefully embarrass the
anti-vax local GOP party and anti-vax
activists plaguing vaccination spots
in the local paper.”
“If even one person got a vaccine
because of our protests, then we are
successful,” said Brock. “I cannot
name such a person, but hope dies
last.”

EAGLES AND THEIR SIDE HUSTLES
Some students have made their own businesses, but it’s not all about the money
BY BRIYANNA THOMPSON
The George-Anne staff

BY BRIYANNA THOMPSON
The George-Anne staff

Police found the missing former Georgia
Southern football star in the woods Tuesday
night, safe and unharmed.
Wesley Kennedy, former GS student and
football star had been missing since Sunday.
He was spotted by law enforcement Tuesday
afternoon but ran into the woods from police
when they approached him, according to
WJCL.
Wesley was found Tuesday night located
in an area of woods off Dean Forest Road
between Savannah and Pooler around 9 p.m.
and was brought to the hospital for medical
attention.
Wesley’s family along with local Garden
City Police had been searching for Kennedy
since he was reported missing Sunday, and
he has since been returned to his family
unharmed.
Page designed by Karly Henson

With hobbies turned into side
hustles, these Georgia Southern
students used their talents to stay
financially stable while getting their
college education.
“I started my line because I
wanted to create something that not
only added to their confidence and
demeanor, but also motivated their
ambition and hustle,” said Kiara Blue,
a senior at GS that owns K$ Apparel
Fashion Design, a unisex streetwear
clothing line.
Kiara has run her solo business for
just five months, so it’s not enough to
take care of all the bills, she said.
“My sales aren’t consistent enough
to benefit or contribute to my
everyday life and spending,” said
Blue. “My end goal is for my business
to be successful enough that I can
open multiple storefronts and use my
business to support my life.”

Tiara Lewis, a biology/Pre-med
major is the owner of Miss Pretty
Posh, her business provides womens
clothing.
“I have always had a love for
fashion, so this gives me a chance to
show my style that others will love to
wear,” said Lewis.
Lewis has been running her
business for one year with two
assistants that help her with her
business, updating her website and
social media and coordinating with
brand ambassadors for photoshoots.
Lewis said that her end goal is to
become a 6-figure business so she can

be successful and put herself through
medical school.
“I have made some great profit off
of retail,” said Lewis. “I have been
able to pay myself and take breaks
from working for somebody.”
A small business doesn’t have to be
run solo, Lewis said.
“It does not have to be rushed,”
said Lewis. “Always remember
school is first and business comes
second. It is important to have great
time management and a team is
needed. If you want to be successful
and not overwhelmed, get a team.”
Kiara runs her business solo,
however, driven by her own passion,
which is a necessity, she said.
“Make sure you have some type of
passion behind your business so that
you are constantly motivated to keep
doing it,” said Blue. “The first year
or two of business is hard and takes
a lot of consistency, so if your main
reason for being in business is to
make money, you’ve already started
wrong.”
Many students at GS have found
different ways to make money and
keep themselves financially stable
and students can find many different
businesses and services from fellow
students like hair stylists, nail techs
and more through different Instagram
pages like GSU Small Businesses.
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“My first reason for marching is that my mom [has]always
been a victim of domestic violence in her life,” GS student,
David (pictured) said. “She’s always been a big proponent
of women’s rights and women’s productive rights, so, it’s
always been very important to me to support it as well...
But I hope that [this march] spreads awareness and gets
people who are on the fence about it to at least start
looking into the issues that surround, it because despite
our strides forward, women are still marginalized in ways
that a lot of people don’t realize.”

Crossing roads, they gained
a lot of support from cars
honking, and some others
joined them while they were
marching. In this photo, Micah
Smith holds the trans flag while
the students march on.

At the end of the march, they all gathered to start the
rally in front of the courthouse to hear the speakers.

CARRY SMITH
Page designed by Kayla Hill

MICAH SMITH

“Everyone has a different
life, and everybody has
different circumstances,”
said speaker Carry Smith.
“Telling me as a woman
that I cannot get an
abortion, and I have been
raped is like telling me that
I have a death sentence
against me, because of
the mental health issues
that go along with it.”

Smith shared her experience being
transgender in the military when Trumpera “Don’t ask don’t tell” policies were
put in place, barring those taking
hormones or those having undergone
a gender transition from serving. This
policy also forced those diagnosed with
gender dysphoria to serve in their sex
assigned at birth and prevented them
from taking hormones or having genderaffirming surgery.
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Have you heard of it? Well, if you’ve never been, you should definitely treat yourself to a visit.
By Alexis Hampton and Kayla Hill

BULL AND BARREL
Bull and Barrel is one of Statesboro’s newest luxuries. Head chef, John Adam, started out working at a steakhouse
where he met Jim Peery. Peery met Jason Franklin, a Statesboro native, and they eventually joined forces to dream up
Bull and Barrel Steakhouse. In the heart of Downtown Statesboro, this steakhouse has become quite a treasure in this
small southern town. Reflector Magazine Editor-in-Chief Alexis Hampton and Creative Director Kayla Hill were able to get
a taste of the suave life in Statesboro at this local steakhouse.

Photography and page design by Kayla Hill
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MUSHROOM BRUSCHETTA

Our meal began with a crostini topped with
a creamy mascarpone and giardiniera (an
Italian relish of pickled vegetables). This
appetizer was very refreshing with the
perfect zesty flavor. The mascarpone really
added a new dimension to the texture and
the flavor of the vegetables complemented
the crostini very well.

CREAMED SPINACH

Following the delicious bruschetta, we
tried creamed spinach that was todie-for. This dish is actually a side that
is offered a la carte, but serves as a
great appetizer if eaten with their bread
basket. The smooth creamy sauce with
the freshness of the spinach blended
incredibly to create a savory sauce.

17

PAN-SEARED SALMON

The first entree we tried was the panseared salmon, coated in a rich and
creamy corn sauce for added sweetness.
The layers of the salmon fillet were very
flaky and moist—the perfect combination
for cooked salmon. The crusty exterior
combined with the moist interior created
a riveting texture for the perfect bite.

CAJUN RIBEYE STEAK

Where to begin on the ribeye steak. If it’s not already apparent,
the steak was our favorite. For starters this is not a run-of-the-mill
piece of steak. We were served premium-cut, 14-ounces of tender
ribeye. Cutting into it, you can tell from inserting the knife that it was
incredibly tender and juicy. The meat itself was extremely flavorful
and seasoned to perfection. A velvety crawfish cajun sauce rested
atop the steak, coating it beautifully and painting a seaside picture on
our tongues. The combination of the spicy seafood with savory beef
is one that must be experienced.

ALMOND LAVENDER
CRÈME BRÛLÉE

For dessert, we were first served the
crème brûlée. This french delicacy
had a fruity and sweet bite to it with
a bit of an earthy and floral essence.
With this, we were able to experience
breaking the outer broiled texture to
reveal the rich, creamy custard on the
inside. Paired with the fruit on top,
this dessert was absolutely delightful.

Photography and page design by Kayla Hill

FLOURLESS TRUFFLE
TORTE

If you like chocolate, this one’s for
you. This torte had an extremely
rich chocolate flavor. The strawberry
puree that it rests on helped to pacify
the richness of the chocolate without
altering the flavor too much. The
texture is incredibly soft and smooth
and would pair nicely with a cocktail,
like their Flatliner. It’s the perfect late
night delicacy.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Decor and design
BY ALEXIS HAMPTON AND LAUREN SABIA
Reflector staff

Do it yourself

Try DIYing furniture or artwork. Print out a cute picture
and pop it in a frame. Buy a cute table from Five Below
and paint some cool designs on it. You can buy anything
for less and add your own creative spin for a maximalist
look.

Hunt down freebies

KAYLA HILL/staff

Look on sites like Facebook Marketplace to see if anyone
in your area is giving away furniture for free. You may
stumble upon a vintage gem or a piece that’s begging
to be revamped. Dumpster diving—while not the most
sanitary—is always an option for the more extreme

Fashion to the maxxxxxx
Thrifting is your best friend

Hey Georgia Southern, can we go thrift shopping? No seriously, the
best way to get a multitude of fun, colorful clothes and accessories to
layer together is by buying them second hand. (It’s also better for the
environment!)

Reuse, revamp and repurpose

Do you have any clothing items that are getting old, stained or torn?
Get crafty and dye that old shirt a bright color or sew a patterned
patch over the hole in your jacket - bonus points the more eclectic it
looks. One-of-a-kind, homemade pieces are “in” right now, so you can
make your own chunky and colorful rings, earrings and bracelets with
bakeable clay.

Spruce up what you already have

Adding some of your jewelry is an easy thing to layer up and max out
your outfit. Maximalist style is all about mixing other styles, layering
textures, colors and patterns and wearing what makes you feel most
confident. Get creative with your closet and have fun with it!
Page designed by Kayla Hill

KYLE JENKINS/staff
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Across
1. Dalmatian’s name?
5. Scent
9. Revise
13. Gets through
16. Nothing
17. Snowy and cold
region
18. Chap
19. Wheeled buckets
20. Sends packing
22. Tonic partner
23. Struggle for air
25. Village ___ band
27. ____ metabolism
30. River to the North
Sea
32. Stew vegetable
33. Intentions
34. Darjeeling or
oolong
35. Russian soup
38. Nucleic acid
39. Enthusiast
41. Fairy
42. Like a tulip for
example
44. Take steps
45. Hose problem
46. Police, with “the”
47. Nickname

48. Borderline
49. Ball
51. Letters
53. Setting for many
a joke
54. Rajah’s mate
56. House coverings
59. Downfall
61. Relish
64. Diarist Frank
65. Medieval pop
singer
66. London’s ___
Gallery
67. This __ for you!
68. Dry
Down
1. Resort
2. Madonna’s ex
3. “I’m ___ you!”
4. Riot control
substance (2 words)
5. Killer whales
6. Part of a Saints’
chant
7. Symbi____
8. Summaries
9. Dissolve
10. Evergreen tree (2
words)

11. Low budget small
studio film
12. “Swimfan”
character
14. Judgment call
15. Mentally sound
21. Deep sleep
24. Hammer’s end
26. Part of a price
27. Dig
28. Northern Japanese
people
29. Part of a contract
they don’t want you to
read (2 words)
31. Hot casino
destination in China
34. Bit
35. Put chips in the
pot
36. Put up
37. Small child
39. Not as many
40. Supersonic missile
(abbr)
43. Nonsense!
45. Scarred areas
47. Co-star in “The
Good Shepherd”:
Robert __ __ (2
words)

48. Four-stringed
instrument
49. Place to sweat in
50. Deeply engrossed
52. Middle Eastern
people
53. Spoiled one
55. A visual
representation
57. Sheet
58. Drunken talk?
60. Known as
62. Billiard ball stroker
63. Temper
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